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Preface 

 
The annual personal transfers’ survey (APTS) of 2018 was the twelfth in a series of annual surveys 

conducted jointly by Bank of Uganda and Uganda Bureau of Statistics. The main objective of the 

survey was to determine the value of cash and in-kind personal transfers received in the country in 

calendar year 2018. In addition, information was sought on other characteristics of the transfers 

including; transfer channels used to remit the funds, frequency of the receipts and how the funds were 

used by the recipients. 

This report presents findings of the survey for 2018. In this survey, we successfully migrated from 

Paper Assisted Personal Interviewing (PAPI) to Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI). 

However, the exercise encountered a few challenges which we hope to address and completely resolve 

in the subsequent surveys, so as to fully harness the benefits of technological advancement in the field 

of data collection. 

The survey could not have been a success without the participation of other parties. Bank of Uganda 

therefore acknowledges and appreciates the input of key stakeholders in the survey; the field staff who 

traversed the country collecting the data, the public that provided the valuable responses on which the 

findings are based, Local governments for their untiring support to the field teams, year in year out and 

other players such as the media. We wish to reiterate our commitment to the confidentiality 

requirements of exercises of this nature.  The public should be rest assured that the information 

collected will be strictly used for statistical purposes and only published in aggregate form. 
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Definitions 

Balance of Payments: A statistical statement that systematically summarizes, for a given 

time period, an economy’s transactions (inflows and outflows) with 

the rest of the world. 

Commercial Banks: A company licensed under the Financial Institution Act 2004 to carry 

out financial institution business as its principal business in Uganda. 

Enumeration Area: Local council 1 which is also the smallest local government 

administrative unit. 

Household: A group of people who normally live and eat together, usually a 

family living in the same house or compound. 

In-Kind Personal Transfers: Physical items and services other than cash sent or received by 

resident households to or from nonresident households. 

Money Transfer Operator: A company authorized to engage in money transfer services. 

Personal Transfers: Household income from foreign economies received from 

households resident in those economies for which there is no 

economic expectation in return. Consists of all current transfers in 

cash or in kind sent or received by resident households to or from 

nonresident households. 

Rural Area:  Area where rural population reside as gazetted by the Ministry of 

Local Government. 

Remitter: An individual who sends cash or items in-kind to a resident of 

another economy, without any economic expectations in return. 

Urban Area: Area where urban populations reside as gazetted by the Ministry of 

Local Government. 
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Executive Summary 

The main objective of the Annual Personal Transfers Survey (APTS) was to establish; the size of cash 

and in-kind personal transfers received, their characteristics, transfer channels used to remit the funds, 

the frequency of remittances and the usage of the personal transfers by the recipients during 2018.  

The target respondents for the survey were all recipient households in the selected Enumeration Areas 

(EAs) during 2018.  A two stage stratified sampling design with EAs as primary sampling units and 

households as second stage units was used. Data collection was carried out through interviews with 

1,008 household heads using hand held Computer Assisted Personal Interviewing (CAPI) devices. The 

field work activities were conducted between April 15th and May 12th, 2019. 

Most recipient households (84.9 percent) were located in urban areas However; there was an increase in 

the share of recipient households located in rural areas from 14.2 percent in 2017 to 15.1 percent in 2018.  

Remitters’ Profile  

The results revealed that 30.8 percent of the recipient households received personal transfers from 

their siblings, 20.6 percent from other relatives while 19.4 percent received from their parents. 

Most remitters (75.9 percent) had lived abroad for periods not exceeding 10 years. The majority (86.4 

percent) of remitters were reported to have attained at least secondary school education (Ordinary 

level). Of these, 39.1 percent were degree holders. The results further indicated that most remitters 

were resident in Africa (31.8 percent), Middle East (30.4 percent), Europe (19.5 percent), and North 

America (15.2 percent). Overall, 87.1 percent of remitters sent cash personal transfers only, while 4.5 

percent sent items in kind. The rest, 8.4 percent, sent both cash and in-kind personal transfers. 

Transfer Channels 

Formal channels remained the most used medium for the transfer of funds as reported by 79.1 percent 

of recipient households. Mobile Money, International MTO, and Bank Accounts were reported by 

29.9, 28.1 and 18.7 percent of recipient households respectively. In most cases, 46.9 percent, the 

channels used to remit the funds were chosen by the remitter, while ease of access and security/safety 

charges were some of the other important considerations in the choice of channel. 
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Total Personal Transfers Received in 2018 

Total personal transfers (cash and in-kind) received in 2018 were estimated at US$1,337.8 million 

equivalent to 4.0 percent of GDP. This was an increase of 14.8 percent when compared to US$1,165.4 

million received in 2017. In shilling terms, total personal transfers in 2018 were estimated at UGX4.9 

trillion, an increase of 18.3 percent compared to the estimate of UGX4.2 trillion reported for 2017. 

There was an increase in both cash and in kind transfers from US$840.2 to US$ 961.1 million and from 

US$325.2 million to US$376.8 million, respectively.  

The major sources of total personal transfers by value were Europe (US$414.0 million) led by United 

Kingdom, Middle East (US$304.2 million) majorly United Arab Emirates, North/South America 

(US$302.6 million) predominated by United States of America, followed by Africa (US$263.5 million) 

with the major source country being South Sudan.  

Cash Personal Transfers 

Personal transfers received in cash were estimated at US$961.0 million or 71.8 percent of the total 

received representing a 14.4 percent increase from US$840.2 million recorded in 2017. Central region 

accounted for the largest share, 36.5 percent of the total cash receipts followed by Kampala with 31.8 

percent, while Eastern region received the least value of 7.1 percent. About 58.8 percent of recipient 

households are reported to have received personal transfers once during 2018, while 10.3 percent 

received funds monthly during the same period. Most cash transfers were received from Middle East 

(28.9 percent), Europe (26.5 percent), North America (21.1 percent) followed by Africa (20.9 percent). 

Overall, the bulk of the cash received in 2018, 89.8 percent (US$ 862.8 million), was remitted through 

formal channels.  
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Usage of Cash Personal Transfers 

Similar to past years surveys, most of the personal transfers received (68.5 percent) were used for 

consumption dominated by general household expenses and education. Non-consumption expenditures 

accounted for 29.2 percent, most of which was spent on business and building works. 

Personal Transfers In-Kind 

Personal transfers in kind were estimated at US$376.8 million representing about 28.2 percent of total 

personal transfers received in 2018. The bulk of these items were received from Europe US$159.1 

million (42.2 percent), North/South America US$98.5 (26.2 percent) and Africa contributed goods 

worth US$62.9 million (16.7 percent). 

Conclusion 

Personal transfers have continued on an upward trend for the fourth consecutive year, rising by 14.8 

percent from US$1,165.4 million in 2017 to US$1,337.8 million in 2018. Europe, Middle East and 

North/South America remain the major sources of personal transfers to Uganda accounting for 76.3 

percent of total receipts in 2018.  

The major characteristics of the flows remained largely unchanged. The flows are predominantly an 

urban phenomenon, received mainly through formal channels, with most recipients reporting receipts 

only once during the year. The most loaded months were December, February and September. 

Consumption related expenses continued to dominate the use of the funds received. 

Despite an increase in in-kind flows, their characteristics have remained largely the same as observed 

in past surveys.   
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PART 1: INTRODUCTION 

The Personal Transfers Survey 2018 was the twelfth survey jointly undertaken by Bank of Uganda 

(BOU) and Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS) to provide an estimate of the annual personal 

transfers to Uganda needed for the compilation of Balance of Payments statistics. 

1.1 Compilation of Personal Transfers in the Balance of Payments (BOP) 

Remittances represent a contribution to domestic household income from foreign economies arising 

from the temporary or permanent movement of individuals to those foreign economies. The two items 

in the balance of payments that substantially relate to remittances are compensation of employees and 

personal transfers. Compensation of employees represents remuneration in return for the labor input to 

the production process contributed by an individual in an employer-employee relationship with the 

enterprise. It encompasses income of border, seasonal and other short term workers working in an 

economy where they are not resident; or residents employed by non-resident entities such as 

embassies, international organizations and nonresident companies. Personal transfers on the other hand 

consist of all “current transfers” in cash or in-kind sent or received by resident households to or from 

non-resident households; independent of the source of income of the sender and the relationship 

between the sender and the recipient households. Previously, the term “workers’ remittances1” was 

used to describe such “current transfers”.  

The Personal Transfers Survey 2018 was aimed at compiling statistics on inward and outward current 

transfers between resident households in Uganda and non-residents sent/received during calendar year 

2018 through the various transmission channels. This chapter presents the objectives of the survey, the 

sampling procedure and global personal transfers trends and developments.  

1.2 Survey Objectives 

The overall objective of the survey was to collect data on personal transfers for Balance of Payments 

compilation purposes. More specifically, the survey was intended to achieve the following objectives: 

                                       

1 Workers’ remittances are current transfers by migrants who are employed in foreign economies and considered residents 

there. 
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1. Establish an estimate of the total value of personal transfers (inward) during 2018 for 

compilation of BOP statistics.  

2. Assess characteristics of senders of personal transfers. 

3. Ascertain the frequency of cash personal transfer receipts. 

4. Determine the attributes of personal transfers. 

5. Establish the usage of the transfers by the recipients. 

1.3 Methodology 

1.3.1 Sampling Frame 

The sampling frame used for Annual Personal Transfers Survey (APTS) 2018 was derived from the 

frame for the Uganda Population and Housing Census conducted in August 2014 (PHC 2014), 

provided by the Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS). It is a complete list of Enumeration Areas (EA) 

created for the census, covering the whole country. It consists of 78,093 EAs. An EA is a natural 

village in rural areas and a city block in urban areas. The frame file contains the administrative units 

within each EA and the number of households at the time of the PHC 2014. Each EA also has a 

designated residence type, which were either in urban or rural areas. 

  
1.3.2 Sample Size and Allocation 

The APTS 2018 sample constituted 350 Enumeration Areas distributed in the four major regions of 

Uganda (Central, Northern, Eastern, and Western) plus Kampala district that was considered as a 

separate stratum from the rest of central region. This is because results from previous APTS indicate 

that Kampala district has its own characteristics which by and large are significantly different from the 

surrounding districts. For example, Kampala district has lower poverty levels and if it is combined 

together with other districts of the central region may show that the entire central region is receiving 

large amounts of remittances due to the influence from indicators for Kampala households. The same 

applies to other indicators such as education levels; adoption of ICT; among others. Hence it becomes 

imperative to separate Kampala district from the rest pf central region in order to accurately estimate 

the characteristics personal transfers to the districts within the central Uganda. In making Kampala 

district a separate stratum, its sample size is calculated in a way that makes it comparable to the other 

regions.  
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The basis for the determination of the overall sample size included: First, the accuracy required for the 

survey estimates for the five (5) strata and at the country level. The accuracy of the survey results 

depended on both the sampling error, which can be measured by the standard error, and the non-

sampling error from all other sources, such as response and other measurement errors, coding and data 

entry errors.  The sampling error is inversely proportional to the square root of the sample size.  On the 

other hand, the non-sampling errors may actually increase with the sample size, since it is more 

difficult to control the quality in a large sample survey. It was therefore important that the overall 

sample size be appropriate to generate quality information within the available resources. Second, 

previous APTS response rates were considered to facilitate adjustments for nonresponses. In addition, 

the prevalence rate of transfers and the error margin that is allowable for the study were also 

considered in the design of the sampling frame. Finally, the time frame for the field activities was 27 

days which was an important factor considered to match availability of resources for the study.  

 

The sampling error results from the 2017 Annual Personal Transfers survey were examined and it was 

found that the sample size had a sufficient level of precision.  Therefore, it was decided that the sample 

size of 350 EAs be maintained. Experience from the previous surveys revealed that over sampling 

urban areas increased precision levels compared to the use of proportional allocation. The allocation of 

EAs per stratum was relatively equal across domains. The allocation per domain was well balanced 

and small changes in the allocation did not affect the precision of estimates. EAs were selected 

randomly from each stratum using probability proportional to size. The distribution of the 350 EAs 

among the strata was as shown in the Table 1 below.     

 

Table 1: Sample Allocation by Stratum for 2018 
 

 

 

 

 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

 

Region Urban Rural Grand Total Percent 
Northern 28 22 50 14.3 
Eastern 38 28 66 18.9 
Western 50 28 78 22.3 
Central 86 22 108 30.9 
Kampala 48 - 48 13.7 
Grand Total 250 100 350 100 
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1.3.3 Listing Procedures 

After the first stage selection, a household listing operation was carried out in all of the selected EAs, 

all the households that were found to have either received or remitted funds/items in-kind were 

subjected to the main interview. 

1.3.4 Weighting Procedures 

In order for the sample estimates from the personal transfers survey to be representative of Uganda’s 

population, it was necessary to apply a sampling weight to the data.   The basic weight for each sample 

household would be equal to the inverse of the probability of selecting a household.  A household 

weight was attached to each sample household recorded in the data files. Given that the survey used 

one stage stratified sample design, the probability of selection of a household with remittances within a 

sample EA can be expressed as follows: 

 

 
M

Mn = p  
h

hih
wchi


)( , 

where: 

 phi = probability of selection of  households with remittances in the i-th  

   sample PSU in stratum (region, urban/rural)  

 

 nh = number of sample PSUs selected in stratum h for APTS 2018 

 

 Mhi = total number of households in the frame for the i-th sample PSU in stratum h 

  

 Mh = total number of households in the sampling frame for stratum h 

 

1.3.5 Enumerator Training  

The main purposes of the training field staff are to enhance their capacity and equip them with the 

requisite skills to conduct the annual personal transfer survey. All supervisors and interviewers 

undergo an intensive training prior to the commencement of the fieldwork activities. The training 

workshop addressed both technical and practical aspects of the survey activities. Specifically, the areas 

covered during the training included; balance of payments concepts, listing definitions and procedures, 

explanation of the survey tools, role play, tests and practice of using the hand held devices, field 
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practice as well as finding solutions to challenges that might be experienced through field practice. For 

the APTS 2018, the field practice was conducted with a few selected households in the area of 

Makindye Salama road (Kosovo and Kiggaga zones). The practice was instrumental in providing the 

interviewers with the basic experience for the main fieldwork activities and also provided opportunity 

to test the flow and functionality of the CAPI application.    

1.3.6 Data Collection and Processing 

The field team comprise of 4 to 5 enumerators recruited centrally by the Statistics Department and 

dispatched to the sampled EAs to collect the data. With the use of CAPI, interviewers were able to 

concurrently list households and conduct interviews with eligible households (recipients/remitters). 

The targeted respondents were all recipients and remitting households in the selected EAs. Field 

activities were conducted between April 15th and May 12th, 2019. The main instrument for data 

collection was the household questionnaire which was administered by use of CAPI that runs on 

android tablets. Teams were dispatched to the field in two phases; Kampala teams were dispatched first 

on April 15th, 2019, while all other teams commenced field activities on April 24th, 2019. It was 

pertinent that the first teams be dispatched in Kampala for close supervision, monitoring and technical 

backstopping since it was the first time the APTS data collection was conducted using CAPI.  

The data collected from the field was synchronized or sent from the interviewers’ tablets to the team 

leaders’ tablets and finally to the Central Bank servers by the respective team leaders. Further, the data 

in the Central Bank server was exported to Microsoft Excel and to a customized Microsoft Access 

database for further processing and analysis.   

1.4 Trends in Global Remittances Flows in 2018 

According to the World Bank’s Migration and Development Brief 31, the Global remittances which 

include flows to high-income countries reached $689 billion in 2018, up from $633 billion in 2017. 

The overall increase was driven by a stronger economy and employment situation in the main sources 

of remittances, particularly the United States of America, and a rebound in outward flows from some 

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries and the Russian Federation.  

All regions across the globe recorded growth in remittances inflows in 2018. South Asia registered the 

highest growth rate of 12.3 percent, followed by Europe and Central Asia with 11.2 percent, Sub 
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Saharan Africa, 9.6 percent, and Latin America and the Caribbean with 9.5 percent. The Middle East 

and North Africa saw these flows grow by 9.1 percent led by remittances to Egypt. The lowest growth 

rate was recorded as 6.7 percent in East Asia and the Pacific region and was largely on attributed to 

lower inflows to the Philippines from the Middle East. 

The Bank estimates that officially recorded annual remittance flows to low and middle-income 

countries (LMIC) reached $529 billion in 2018, an increase of 9.6 percent over the previous record 

high of $483 billion in 2017.Remittances to Sub-Saharan Africa grew from US$42 billion in 2017 to 

US$46 billion in 2018, supported by strong economic conditions in high-income economies which 

play host to most of the remitters to this region. Nigeria was the largest recipient country in this region 

with inflows of US$24.3 billion, which is more than half of the total flows to the region. 

The top five remittances recipient countries in 2018 were India with US$78.6 billion, followed by 

China (US$67.4 billion), Mexico (US$35.7 billion), the Philippines (US$33.8 billion), and Egypt 

(US$28.9 billion). 

The prospects for 2019 are for a slowdown in global remittance receipts largely due to deceleration in 

global growth driven by weak exports in most host countries. For LMIC, the World Bank predicts a 

slower increase in remittances inflows of about 4.0 percent to US$550 billion compared to 9.6 percent 

in 2018. The downside risks include: risks of oil price declines, policy uncertainty and geopolitical 

risks, increased restrictions on trade and anti-immigration sentiments in some host countries. 

1.5 Trend of Personal Transfers to Uganda as a Share of GDP in 2018 

Total personal transfers received during 2018 as a share of Uganda’s GDP were estimated at 4.0 
2percent.  Further details are presented in Figure 1: 

                                       

2 The ratios for the years 2016, 2017 and 2018 were computed using the rebased GDP numbers 

released in October 2019. 
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Figure 1: Inward Personal Transfers to Uganda as a Share of GDP in 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

1.6 Organization of the Report 

Part 1 of the report provides background information about the survey. Part 2 presents the main 

findings, while a summary of the major findings and the conclusion is in Part 3. 
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PART 2: MAIN FINDINGS 

2.0 Introduction 

The main findings of the personal transfers’ survey 2018 are presented in this chapter.  It includes 

estimates of total personal transfers received in cash and in-kind, the channels used to transfer the 

funds and details on how the cash transfers received were used by the recipient households.  

2.1 Background Information  

The survey targeted all recipient households in the selected EAs. A total of 1,008 respondent 

households were interviewed. Most of these households, 84.9 percent, were located in urban areas 

while 15.1 percent were in the rural areas. On a regional basis, Central region contributed the largest 

share of respondent households (32.2 percent) followed by Kampala region (20.4 percent) and Western 

(17.2 percent) as shown in Table 2 below. 

The incidence of respondent households on average was about 3 households per EA. The Eastern and 

Western regions had the lowest number of respondent households per EA (about 2) while Kampala had 

the highest (about 4). 

Table 2: Number of Respondent Households by Region in 2018 

Region 
Urban Rural Grand Total 

EAs HHs EAs HHs EAs HHs 

Northern 28 129 22 32 50 161 
Eastern 38 100 28 43 66 143 
Western 50 133 28 40 78 173 
Central 86 286 22 39 108 325 
Kampala 48 206 - - 48 206 

Grand Total 250 854 100 154 350 1,008 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

Out of all the households interviewed, 952 (94.4 percent) were recipients, while 112 (11.1 percent) 

were reported to have remitted money abroad during 2018. There were 56 households (5.6 percent) 

that were reported to have sent and also received transfers at the same time, during the period under 
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review. Overall, there were 952 recipient households, of which 829 received cash only, 43 received 

items in-kind only, while 80 households received both cash and items in-kind.  

Table 3: Number of Recipient and Remitter Households by Region in 2018 

Region 
Recipients Remitters 

Urban Rural Total Percent Urban Rural Total Percent 

Western 120 37 157 16.5 14 4 18 16.1 

Eastern 94 42 136 14.3 12 4 16 14.3 

Northern 124 29 153 16.1 24 6 30 26.8 

Central 276 36 312 32.8 23 3 26 23.2 

Kampala 194 0 194 20.4 22 0 22 19.6 

Grand Total 808 144 952 100 95 17 112 100 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.2 Inward Personal Transfers. 

The inward personal transfer recipients in 2018 were predominantly based in urban areas (84.9 

percent), while the rural areas accounted for only 15.1 percent of all recipient households. This is 

consistent with findings of previous surveys, which indicated that inward personal transfers are mainly 

an urban phenomenon. 

The distribution of recipient households by region showed that the Central region had the largest share 

of these households (32.8 percent). This was followed by Kampala with 20.4 percent and Western 

region with 16.5 percent of all the recipient households.  Eastern region had the least number of 

recipient households (14.3 percent), as detailed down in Table 4. 
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Table 4: Number of Recipient Households by Region in 2017 and 2018 

Region 
Urban Rural Grand Total Percent 

2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 2017 2018 

Western 82 120 39 37 121 157 12.7 16.5 

Eastern 78 94 46 42 124 136 13.0 14.3 

Northern 44 124 18 29 62 153 6.5 16.1 

Central 184 276 33 36 217 312 22.7 32.8 

Kampala 431     194 0 0 431 194 45.1 20.4 

Grand Total 819 808 136 144 955 952 100 100 

Percentage Share 85.8 84.9 14.2 15.1     
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
 
Comparing the results of 2017 and 2018, Table 4 further indicates that with exception of the Kampala 

region where a decline was noted in the number of recipient households, there was an increase in the 

number of recipient households in the other regions. 

2.3 Number of Remitters  

Overall, the 952 recipient households reported transfers receipts from an estimated 1,040 remitters. 

The findings revealed that most of the households, (84.6 percent) received personal transfers from one 

remitter, while 11.3 percent of the households received from two remitters. The maximum number of 

remitters reported by a single household was five (5). Further details are provided in Table 5 below. 

Table 5: Number of Remitters by Household in 2018 

No. of remitters No. of HH Total Remitters Percent 
1 880 880 84.6 
2 59 118 11.3 
3 11 33 3.2 
4 1 4 0.4 
5 1 5 0.5 

Total 952 1040 100 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.4 Relationships between Remitters and Recipients  

Relationship between the sender and the household head play a vital role in the decision to remit. The 

survey findings showed that most of the remitters (30.8 percent) were siblings of the household head, 
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followed by other relatives (20.6 percent) and parents (19.4 percent). Other relatives include cousins, 

grandparents and in-laws. Figure 2 shows the distribution of the household head’s relationship with the 

remitter. 

Figure 2: Household Head’s Relationship to Remitter in 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.5 Profile of Remitters  

In this section, the profile of remitters in terms of duration of stay abroad, age, gender, education, 

marital status and residence among others is presented. 

2.5.1 Duration of Remitter’s Stay Abroad  

The majority of remitters (75.9 percent) were reported to have lived abroad for a period of 1-10 years, 

compared to 79.1 percent in 2017, while about 23.7 percent of the remitters had lived abroad for more 

than 10 years, compared to about 20.5 percent in 2017 as highlighted in Figure 3. 
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Figure 3: Period of Stay Abroad (in completed years) of the Remitters in 2017 and 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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below.  
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Table 6: Percentage Distribution of Remitters by Age and Gender in 2018 

Age in completed years 
Sex of Remitter Total 

(Percent) Female Male 
Less than 20 0.5 0.4 0.9 
20-29 17.3 10.6 27.9 
30-39 12.5 22.1 34.6 
40-49 7.7 13.8 21.5 
50-59 3.5 5.5 8.9 
60-69 2.5 1.9 4.4 
70+ 0.5 1.3 1.7 
Total 44.4 55.6        100.0 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.5.3 Marital Status of the Remitters  

The survey findings showed that slightly over a half of the total number of remitters (57.0 percent) 

were married, followed by those that had never been married comprising of 38.8 percent of total 

remitters as indicated in Figure 4 below. These findings together with those on the duration of stay 

abroad in section 2.5.1 above suggest that most of the remitters are settled in the economies where they 

reside. 

Figure 4: Marital Status of Remitters in 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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2.5.4 Level of Education of the Remitters 

With regard to the highest level of education attained, the survey revealed that 67.6 percent of remitters 

had completed the Uganda Advanced Certificate of Education (UACE) (or its equivalent qualification) 

or higher qualifications. Almost four out of every ten remitters (39.1 percent) were graduates with a 

degree. Only a small proportion of remitters (2.1 percent) had not completed primary education as 

shown in Figure 5. 

Figure 5: Highest Level of Education of the Remitters in 2018 

 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.5.5 Region of Residence of Remitters 

Similar to the 2017 survey findings, Africa was reported as the host region for the majority of the 
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Sudan, Kenya, South Africa, and Rwanda. The survey results indicated an increase in the number of 

remitters living in the Middle East from 28.6 percent in 2017 to 30.4 percent in 2018. The major host 

countries in this part of the world were reported as United Arab Emirates, Jordan and Saudi Arabia. 

Europe was reported to host 19.5 percent of the remitters, with most of them living in United 

Kingdom, Germany and Sweden. The share of remitters living in North/South America was 15.5 

percent. The distribution of remitters by region is illustrated in Figure 6. 
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Figure 6: Residence of Remitters by Region in 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.5.6 Labour Status of Remitters  

The findings of the survey revealed that most of the remitters were indeed employed and working. 

Compared to the survey results of 2017, the share of remitters gainfully employed declined slightly to 

98.5 percent from 99.2 percent reported in 2017.  

Figure 7: Labour Status of Remitters in 2018 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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received during 2018. The majority of recipient households, 86.7 percent, reported that they received 

only cash transfers while 5.3 percent reported in-kind transfers only.  A total of 8.0 percent of the 

households received both cash and in-kind transfers. 

Table 7: Total Inward Transfers in 2017 and 2018 by Region (US$ Millions) 

Region 
Cash (US$ Millions) 

In-Kind Transfers  Total Transfers  

(US$ Millions) (US$ Millions) 

2017 2018 
Percentage 
change 

2017 2018 
Percentage 
change 

2017 2018 
Percentage 
change 

Africa 172.3 200.6  16.4  50.3 62.9  25.0  222.6 263.5  18.4  

Australasia 42.3 23.3 -44.9 6.2 30.2  387.1  48.5 53.5  10.3  

Europe 210.1 254.9  21.3  132.9 159.1  19.7  343.0 414.0  20.7  

Middle East 234.8 278.1  18.4  66.1 26.1 -60.5 300.9 304.2  1.1  
North/South 
America 180.6 204.1  13.0  69.8 98.6  41.3  250.4 302.6  20.8  

Grand Total 840.2 961.0  14.4  325.2 376.8  15.9  1,165.4 1,337.8  14.8  

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
 
Cash transfers increased by 14.4 percent in 2018 to US$961.0 million from US$840.2 million received 

in 2017, while in-kind transfers increased by 15.9 percent to US$376.8 million from US$325.2 million 

in 2017. 

With regards to source regions, the total value of personal transfers received in 2018 increased 

compared to amounts received in 2017 by 20.8, 20.7 and 18.4 percent for North/South America,  

Europe  and Africa respectively largely due to increased cash transfers. There was also an increase of 

10.3 and 1.1 percent in the amount received from Australasia and Middle East respectively in 2018 

compared to 2017. 

2.7 Cash Transfers  

Personal transfers received in cash were estimated at US$961.0 million or 71.8 percent of the total 

transfers received in 2018. Among the recipient regions, Central received the highest amount of cash 

transfers of US$350.9 million. This was over a third (36.5 percent) of the total cash receipts for the 

year 2018. Kampala region received US$305.8 million (31.8 percent), the proportion of total cash 

transfers received by Western and Northern regions was 14.1 and 10.5 percent respectively. Eastern 

region had the least cash transfer proportion of 7.1 percent. Further details are presented in Table 8. 
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Table 8: Regional Distribution of Cash Transfers Received in 2018 (US$ millions) 

Region  
Settlement 

Percent Urban Rural Grand Total 
 Central  342.3 8.6 350.9 36.5 
 Eastern  53.7 14.7 68.3 7.1 
 Kampala  305.8 - 305.8 31.8 
 Northern  86.1 14.7 100.8 10.5 
 Western  115.9 19.2 135.1 14.1 
 Grand Total  903.8 57.1 961.0 100 
 Percent  94.1 5.9 100 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

The survey results further re-affirms the findings from previous surveys that personal transfers are an 

urban phenomenon. During 2018, 94.1 percent of the total cash receipts went to households residing in 

urban areas, an increase from the urban proportion of 91.4 percent estimated in 2017. 

2.7.1 Sources of Cash Transfers 

The main sources of cash transfers were countries in the Middle East, Europe, and North/South 

America, accounting for US$278.1 million (28.9 percent), US$254.9 million (26.5 percent) and 

US$204.1 (21.2 percent) respectively. While the personal transfers from Australasia registered a 

reduction from US$42.3 million to US$23.3 million, transfers from all other sources increased in 2018 

as compared to cash transfers received in 2017.  

Table 9: Source of Cash Transfers received in 2017 and 2018 
Region Amount(US$ Million) Percentage share 
  2017 2018 2017 2018 
Africa 172.2 200.6 20.5 20.9 

Australasia 42.3 23.3 5.0 2.4 

Europe 210.0 254.9 25.0 26.5 

Middle East 234.8 278.1 27.9 28.9 

North/South America 180.7 204.1 21.5 21.2 
Grand Total 840.2 961.0 100.0 100 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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2.7.2 Cash Transfer Channels by Households  

Households received transfers through both formal and informal channels. The formal channels 

through which transfers were received included Money Transfers Operators (MTOs), Bank Accounts, 

Local MTOs and Mobile Money. All the other channels including; friends, relatives and 

traders/shopping outlets etc. are considered informal. 

The majority of households (79.1 percent) reported that they received cash transfers through formal 

channels. This was a decrease from a share of 86.4 percent reported in 2017. The main formal channels 

reported by the recipient households were mobile money (29.9 percent), International MTOs (28.1 

percent), and Bank Accounts (18.7 percent). The proportion of recipient households that reported use 

of informal channels increased to 26.8 percent from 22.8 percent of the receiving household, reported 

in 2017. The major informal channels used were friends in Uganda with a share of 12.7 percent, self3 

6.6 percent and friends abroad reported by 4.8 percent of the recipient household.  

Table 10: Use of Cash Transfer Channels by Households in 2017 and 2018 

Category Channel 
Percent Percent 

2017 2018 

Formal 

International MTO 37.8 28.1 

Bank Account 14.4 18.7 

Local MTO 6.9 2.3 

Mobile Money 27.3 29.9 

Post Office 0.0 0.1 

Sub Total Formal Channels 86.4 79.1 

Informal 

Friends in Uganda 9.6 12.7 

Friends abroad 5.0 4.8 

Traders 2.1 2.8 

Self 6.1 6.6 

Sub Total Informal Channels 22.8 26.8 

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

  

                                       

3This is where the remitter carried the cash and/items and delivered them to the recipient in person. 



 
Annual Personal Transfers Survey 2018 
 
 19 
 

2.7.3 Cash Transfer Channels by Value 

The transfer channels used to remit the funds were assessed based on the value of funds sent through 

them. The survey results indicated that in 2018, the amount of cash transfers received through formal 

channels increased by 10.6 percent to US$862.8 million from US$771.1 million in 2017. However, the 

share of cash transfers received through formal channels to total cash transfers received decreased from 

91.8 percent in 2017 to 89.8 percent in 2018.  Among the formal channels, International MTOs and 

Banks moved the largest amount of cash, jointly accounting for US$630.4 million, equivalent to 65.6 

percent of the funds remitted through formal channels in 2018.  

The share of cash transfers received through informal channels increased by 2 percentage points, from 

8.2 percent in 2017, to 10.2 percent in 2018. The main informal channels used in 2018 by value were 

friends living in Uganda, friends living abroad and self. The total amount carried by friends was 

estimated at US$74.6 million, while transfers by the remitters themselves was valued at US$14.0 

million, out of the total value of US$98.2 million received through the informal channels. Further 

details are shown in Table 11, below. 

Table 11: Use of Cash Transfer Channels by Value in 2017 and 2018 

  

Channel 

Amount  
(US$ Million) Percentage Share 

2017 2018 2017 2018 

  International MTO 358.9 
225.8 

387.0 
387.0 

42.7 40.3 
  Bank Account 225.8 243.4 26.9 25.3 
  Local MTO 65.2 36.5 7.8 3.8 
Formal Mobile Money 121.1 195.8 14.4 20.4 
  Post Office 0 0.1 0 0.0 
  Sub Total Formal Channels 771.1 862.8 91.8 89.8 
  Friends in Uganda 25.4 57.7 3.0 6.0 
  Friends abroad 18.0 16.9 2.1 1.8 
  Self 18.8 14.0 2.2 1.5 
Informal Traders 6.9 9.6 0.8 1.0 
  Sub Total Informal Channels 69.1 98.2 8.2 10.2 
  Grand Total 840.2 961.0 100.0 100.0 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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2.7.4 Reason for use of Channel 

The survey sought to establish the reasons for choosing the channels through which the funds were 

received. The findings revealed that the senders had an upper hand in determining the channel used to 

remit the funds, as reported by 46.9 percent of the recipients. The other important consideration for the 

choice of channel was ease of access for the recipients as reported by 46.4 percent of the respondents. 

Security/safety was another consideration when choosing transfer channels reported by 5.2 percent of 

the recipient households.  The other reasons reported included favorable transaction charges, prompt 

services and favorable exchange rate as can be seen in Table 12. 

Table 12: Reasons for Use of Channel 

Channel 

Reason for use (Percent) 
Grand 
Total Easy  

Access 
Favorable 

exchange rate 

Favorable 
transaction 

charges 

Prompt 
Services 

Security/ 
safety 

Sender's  
Choice 

International MTO 10.4 0.0 1.5 1.2 1.2 13.6 28.0 

Bank Account 7.8 0.1 1.0 0.2 2.4 7.1 18.7 
Local MTO 0.4 0.0 0.2 0.1 0.3 1.3 2.3 

Mobile Money 19.2 0.1 1.3 0.8 0.1 8.4 29.9 

Post Office 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 0.1 
Friends in Uganda 4.5 0.0 0.4 0.1 0.4 7.1 12.6 
Friends abroad 1.8 0.0 0.1 0.0 0.0 3.0 4.8 
Traders 0.7 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 2.1 2.7 

Self 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.7 4.8 6.6 

Grand Total 46.4 0.2 4.6 2.5 5.2 46.9   
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.7.5 Level of Satisfaction with the Channels  

The channels used to remit the personal transfers were rated to ascertain respondents’ level of 

satisfaction with the service. Overall, the majority of recipient households (86.7 percent) were very 

satisfied with the channels. However, there were sentiments of dissatisfaction expressed by about 4.9 

percent of the respondents. The satisfaction ratings for the various channels are shown in Table 13. 
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Table 13: Level of Satisfaction of Transfer Channels 

Channel 
Level of Satisfaction (Percent) 

Very dissatisfied 
Somewhat 
dissatisfied 

Somewhat 
satisfied 

Very 
satisfied 

International MTO 0.6 1.2 5.4 20.8 
Friends in Uganda 0.1 0.1 0.4 12.0 
Local MTO 0.0 0.1 0.1 2.1 

Bank 0.1 0.8 4.0 13.8 
Friends Abroad 0.0 0.0 0.2 4.6 
Mobile money 0.4 1.4 3.6 24.4 
Traders 0.0 0.0 0.3 2.4 
Post Office 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.1 
Self 0.0 0.0 0.1 6.5 

 Grand Total 1.3 3.6 14.2 86.7 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.7.6 Flow Pattern of Cash Transfers. 

Respondents were asked to declare the month of the year in which cash transfers were received for 

purposes of tracking the monthly pattern of personal transfers. The months with the highest cash 

receipts were December, February and September with US$196.0 million (20.4 percent), US$79.7 

million (8.3 percent) and US$78.9 million (8.2 percent) respectively. There were declines of 10.1 

percent, 10.3 percent and 20.3 percent registered in the months of January, April and August 

respectively. The lowest cash receipts were reported for the months of January with US$55.3 million 

(5.8 percent) and November with US$61.0 million (6.3 percent). The months with the highest inflows 

coincided with specific events of the year that are known to be supported by people living in the 

diaspora, namely, the Christmas season and beginning of the school term. 
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Figure 8: Cash Transfers by Month in 2017 and 2018 

 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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Figure 9: Frequency of Cash Transfers 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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2018, US$15.1 million was sent to other rural households while US$6.6 million went to other households 

located in urban areas. 

In comparison to the previous year, there was a decrease of 3.2 percentage points in the proportion spent on 

consumption in favour of expenditure on non-consumption activities.  The increase in non-consumption 

expenditure was mainly in building works category which rose from US$56.9 million in 2017 to US$106.3 

million in 2018.  The summary of the expenditure analysis is shown in Table 14 below. 

Table 14: Use of Cash Transfers (Value) in 2017 and 2018 

Use 
 Amount (Million US$) Percent 

2017 2018 2017 2018 

Consumption 602.7 658.7 71.7 68.5 

General Household Expenses 333.1 360.5 39.6 37.5 

Education 165.9 174.6 19.7 18.2 

Health 44.8 84.1 5.3 8.8 

Social functions 58.9 39.4 7.0 4.1 

Non Consumption 218.8 280.6 26.0 29.2 

Building works 56.9 106.3 6.8 11.1 

Business 105.4 108.6 12.5 11.3 

Land Purchase 34.5 30.9 4.1 3.2 

Farming 22.0 34.8 2.6 3.6 

Transfer to other Household 18.8 21.7 2.2 2.3 

Other Rural Household 13.7 15.1 1.6 1.6 

Other urban Household 5.1 6.6 0.6 0.7 

Totals 840.2 961.0 100  
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
 

2.8 Personal Transfers In-Kind  

The survey collected data on items received in-kind by recipient households. Respondents were 

required to declare the items received indicating a description of the items, the quantity received and 

the estimated value of the items. This information was used to estimate the total in-kind transfers 

received in 2018. It was estimated that recipient households received items in-kind worth US$376.8 

million, representing an increase of 15.9 percent fromUS$325.2 million estimated for 2017. 
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2.8.1 Personal Transfers In-Kind by Category and Source Region 

The survey results showed that the largest share of the estimated value of items received in-kind 

originated from Europe with US$159.1 million (42.2 percent) followed by North America/South 

America and Africa with US$98.5 million (26.2 percent) and US$62.9 million (16.7 percent) 

respectively.  

All the items received in-kind in 2018 were broadly grouped into five (5) categories namely; clothing 

and foot wear, food, general equipment, household and personal items as well as transport and 

communication4. 

The findings further showed that most of the in-kind personal transfers constituted general equipment 

worth US$131.9 million (35.0 percent); clothing and footwear, with an estimated value of US$110.5 

million (29.3 percent); and transport and communication worth US$81.4 million (21.6 percent). 

Further break down of in-kind transfers is provided in Table 15.   

  

                                       

4Clothing and foot wear (dresses, shirts, trousers and shoes); Food (palm oil, cooking oil, sugar and 

maize); General equipment(laptops, televisions, radios, and refrigerators);  House hold items (bags, 

suitcases, perfumes, watches, books and toys); Transport and communication (mobile phones and 

motorcycle). 
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Table 15: In-Kind Transfers by Category and Source Region (Value US$ Millions) in 2018 

Category of 
items 

Region 

Africa Australasia Europe 
Middle 

East 
North/South 

America 
Grand 
Total 

Percent 

Clothing and 
foot wear 

14.3 5.7 53.6 8.6 28.2 110.5 29.3 

Food 42.2 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.0 42.5 11.3 

General 
equipment 

0.1 15.2 72.0 5.3 39.3 131.9 35.0 

Household and 
personal items 

0.3 0.0 2.5 6.1 1.5 10.5 2.8 

Transport and 
communication 

5.8 9.3 31.0 5.7 29.5 81.4 21.6 

 Grand Total  62.9 30.2 159.1 26.0 98.5 376.8 100.0 

 Percent  16.7 8.0 42.2 6.9 26.2 100.0  

Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.8.2 Frequency of In-Kind Transfers 

Respondents were required to indicate the frequency with which they received items in-kind.  The 

survey results indicated that in-kind transfers were an infrequent phenomenon. Most in-kind items 

were received once during the year 2018, as indicated by the proportion of (93.9 percent).This is 

consistent with findings from earlier surveys.  

Figure 10: Frequency of In-Kind transfers 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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2.8.3 Channels Used for In-Kind Transfers by Items  

The channels through which recipient households received in-kind transfers were classified into six (6) 

categories namely; friends/relatives abroad, friends/relatives in Uganda, unaccompanied luggage, self-

delivery,  post office and traders/shopping outlets.  

The findings revealed that the most used channels for remitting in-kind transfers in 2018 were 

friends/relatives abroad, as used for 54.0 percent of the items; friends/relatives in Uganda, indicated by 

29.1 percent of the items as illustrated in Figure 11. When compared to the results of 2017, there was a 

decline in the usage of self and traders/shopping outlets as indicated in the table below. 

Figure 11: Channels Used for In-Kind Transfers by item 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 

2.9 Total Personal Transfers  

The estimate for total personal transfers received in 2018 was derived as the sum of both cash and in-

kind transfers. Total personal transfers received in 2018 were estimated at US$1,337.8 million, which is 

about 4.9 percent of GDP.  The amount reflects an increase of 14.8 percent compared to US$1,165.4 

million estimated for 2017. This was mainly due to the increase in cash transfers of 14.4 percent to 

US$961.0 million from US$840.2 million in 2017. 
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Europe was the major source of personal transfers accounting for US$414.0 million or 30.9 percent of 

total receipts, followed by Middle East and North America with US$304.2 million (22.7 percent) and 

US$302.6 million (22.6 percent) respectively.  

Figure 12: Total Personal Transfers by Source Region 

 
Source: Statistics Department, Bank of Uganda 
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PART 3: SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 

3.1 Summary of Findings 

Personal transfers received in 2018 amounted to US$ 1,337.8 million.  This was an increase of 14.8 

percent compared to the US$1,165.4 million received in 2017. The general characteristics of personal 

transfers remained largely unchanged from what was reported in previous survey findings i.e. mainly 

received in cash; the biggest share went to urban areas, most preferred channel was international 

MTO’s (Western Union and Money Gram) and most households (58.8 percent) received transfers only 

once during the year. The flow of cash personal transfers was high during the months of December, 

February and September. 

Europe, Middle East and North/South America were the main sources of the personal transfers with 

US$414.0 million received from Europe; a 20.7 percent increase when compared to US$343.0 million 

received in 2017. Transfers from Middle East amounted to US$304.2 million; this was a 1.1 percent 

increase from US$301.0 million received in 2017, while US$302.6 (20.1 percent) increase from 

US$250.4 million was from North/South America. There was an increase of 18.4 percent in the share 

of personal transfers from Africa to US$ 263.5 million in 2018, compared to US$ 222.6 million 

received in 2017. 

The expenditure pattern of the funds received remained unchanged from previous surveys, with the 

proportion (68.5 percent) spent on consumption. Cash transfers were mainly received through formal 

channels accounting for 89.8 percent of these flows in 2018 as compared to 91.8 percent in 2017. The 

survey results indicate a 15.9 percent increase in personal transfers in-kind, from US$ 325.2 in 2017 to 

US$ 376.8 received in 2018 and were mainly in form of general equipment (35.0 percent),clothing and 

foot wear (29.3 percent), transport and communication (21.6 percent). The channels used for in-kind 

transfers were mainly friends/relatives in Uganda and friends/relatives abroad. 

The remitters were youthful (63.4 percent), educated (86.4 percent), and the majority (76.3 percent) 

had lived abroad for periods under 10 years. 
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3.2 Conclusion 

Personal transfers have continued on an upward trend for the fourth consecutive year rising by 14.8 

percent from US$1,165.4 million in 2017 to US$1,337.8 million in 2018. The increase is largely 

attributed to improved economic prospects in the major source regions such as Europe, North America 

and the Middle East coupled with a rise in the population of remitters especially in the Middle East, 

largely as a consequence of the Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development (MLGSD) 

supported labour externalization program. 

Europe, the North America and the Middle East remain the major sources of personal transfers to 

Uganda accounting for 76.3 percent of total receipts in 2018.  

Most remitters, 93.0 percent, are in their most productive years i.e. 20 to 59 years; are married (57.0 

percent), and had completed O-level of education, and were employed in their country of abode.  

The major characteristics of the flows remained largely unchanged. The flows are predominantly an 

urban phenomenon; with 94.1 percent of the cash received in 2018 going to households in urban areas. 

Formal channels were the most used as reported by 79.1 percent of cash recipient households. Most 

recipients (58.8 percent) received inflows only once during the year, with the highest receipts reported 

in the months December, February and September.  

The bulk of the funds, 68.5 percent, were used for consumption related expenses such as general 

household expenses, education and health. The main non consumption expenditure items were building 

works and business jointly accounting for 22.4 percent of the total cash receipts. 

Similarly, despite an increase in in-kind flows, their characteristics have remained largely the same as 

observed in past surveys.   
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Appendix II: Social-Demographic Characteristics of Household Heads 

 

 

 

  

Characteristics Percent 
Age in complete Years Female Male Total 
Less than 20 1.0 0.6 1.6 
20-29 10.6 11.7 22.3 
30-39 13.2 14.3 27.5 
40-49 7.0  12.5 19.5 
50-59 5.5 8.1 13.6 
60-69 3.2  5.4 8.5 
70+ 3.5 3.5 6.9 
Total 43.9 56.1 100  

Can Read and Write Female Male Total 
No 5.1  2.2 7.2 
Yes 38.9 53.8 92.8 
Total 44.0 56.0 100 

Highest level of Education Female Male Total 
Attended Primary but didn’t complete 6.5 6.4 13.0 
Completed Primary 8.6 8.4 17.1 
Completed O' level 8.9 12.6 21.5 
Completed A' level 4.4 8.4 12.8 
Post-secondary 6.4 6.0 12.4 
Degree and above 5.4 12.3 17.7 
Don’t know 0.2 0.4 0.6 
None 3.5 1.5 5.0 
Total 43.9 56.1 100  

Activity Status Female Male Total 
Employer/ Own Account 22.4 34.3 56.7 
Full Time student 0.9 2.1 3.0 
Not working and not looking for work 9.4 2.4 11.8  
Paid Employee 9.0 16.9  25.9 
Unpaid Family worker 2.2 0.4 2.6 
Total 43.9 56.1 100 

Level of monthly income Female Male Total 
Less Than Shs. 100,000 16.3 7.6 23.9 
Shs. 100,000 - 299,000 9.7 8.2 18.0 
Shs. 300,000 - 499,000 8.0 15.3 23.3 
Shs. 500,000 - 699,000 6.2  10.9 17.1 
Shs. 700,000 - 899,000 2.0 5.7 7.6 
Shs. 900,000 and Above 1.8 8.3 10.1 
Total 43.9 56.1 100 



 35

Appendix III: Up-rating Methodology  

Background 

The results of 2018 Annual Personal Transfers Survey were used to obtain estimates for both 

cash and in-kind transfers received during 2018. The computation of total transfers was derived 

as the sum of both cash and in kind transfers. The estimation procedures described below are 

based on data from various sources namely; the most recent Statistical Abstract 2018 and the 

2014 National Population and Housing Census report. The up-rating methodology and key 

assumptions are presented in the sections that follow. 

Step 1:  Computing Average In-Kind Transfers Receipts per Household (HH) 

Respondents were asked to provide details on the type, quantity and an estimated value of items 

received in kind. The data was then used to compute the value of the goods received by 

multiplying the quantities reported and the derived prices. With the valuation for the in kind 

transfers derived, a total of all in kind transfers was obtained and using a count of all respondent 

households to the question on in kind transfers, the average transfers were obtained. From the 

sample, total in kind transfers received by reporting households amounted to UGX 236,264,628.  

The count of all households that reported having received in kind transfers during the year was 

derived as 123. The average for in kind transfers was estimated as UGX 1,920,851 (See Table 1). 

Table 1: Survey Estimates for In-kind Transfers Receipts in 2018 

   
Number of in kind transfers recipients from the sample (HHs) 123 
Total in kind receipts from the sample (UGX) 236,264,628 
Average in kind transfers per household (UGX) 1,920,851 
 

Step 2: Computing Average Cash Transfers Receipts per Household 

Based on the data provided by the sample, all responses on cash transfers were summed up to 

obtain total cash received during 2018. Total cash transfers received by reporting households 

amounted to UGX 4,259,513,520. In addition, a count of all households that reported having 

received cash transfers during the year was derived as 909. The average cash transfers received 

per household during 2018 was computed as UGX 4,685,933 (see Table 2).  
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Table 2: Survey Estimates for Cash Transfers Receipts in 2018 

   
Number of cash transfers recipients from the sample (HHs) 909 
Total cash receipts from the sample (UGX) 4,259,513,520 
Average cash transfers per household (UGX) 4,685,933 
 

Step 3: Deriving the Number of Recipient Households 

According to the Uganda Population Projections 2015 to 2020 (volume 1), released by the 

Uganda Bureau of Statistics (UBOS), the population of Uganda at the end of 2018 was projected 

to be 39,414,900 persons. Using the average household size of 4.7 persons per household 

(Uganda National Household Survey 2016/17), the total number of households in the country in 

2018 was derived as 8,386,149. This number represents a 3.0 percent growth in the total number 

of households in the country between 2017 and 2018. Applying this growth rate to the 2017 

estimates for cash and in kind transfers recipient households yielded the 2018 estimates as 

625,117 for cash, and 234,163 households for in-kind transfers. (See Table 3). 

Table 3: Estimates for Recipient Households- Cash and In-Kind Transfers in 2018 

Computed household growth rate for 2018 3.0 percent  

  Cash In-kind 

 Estimated number of recipient households in 2017 606,618 227,233 

 Estimated number of recipient households in 2018 625,117 234,163 

 

Having derived the average cash and in-kind transfers received per household during 2018 from 

the survey, and the estimated number of households that received transfers during 2018 as 

described above, total transfer estimates were computed as follows. 

Step 4: Computing Transfers for Household Head 

Cash transfers were computed as the product of the average cash transfers received per 

household and the estimate of all cash transfer recipient households. Similarly, in-kind transfers 

were computed as the product of the average value of in kind transfers received per household 

and the estimate of all in kind transfers recipient households. The totals in Uganda shillings were 

then converted to USD using the average exchange rate for 2018 (see Table 4) 
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Table 4: Grossed Up Estimates for Cash and In-Kind Transfers in 2018-Household Head 

  Cash transfers In-kind transfers 

Estimated number of recipient households  
625,117 234,163 

Average transfers per household  4,685,933 1,920,851 
Total transfers received (UGX) 2,929,258,549,406 449,791,600,031 
Average exchange rate for 20185 3,728 3,728 
Total transfers received by Household head (US$) 785,788,141 120,658,829 
 

 
Step 5: Computing Transfers for Other Recipients in the Households 

Respondents were asked to provide details on the number of other household members other than 

the household head who received cash and in kind transfers during 2018. 

Overall, a total of 128 cash recipient households reported 161 other recipients within the 

household. Similarly, 44 in-kind recipient households also reported 108 other recipients. Based 

on this information, the average number of other recipients in each household that had more than 

one recipient was computed as 1.3 for cash and 2.4 for in-kind transfers. The proportions of 

households with other recipients in the population for 2018 were estimated as 18 percent and 87 

percent for cash and in-kind recipients respectively. These proportions were applied to the 

estimated number of recipient households in the population to arrive at an estimate of households 

with other recipients. The derived estimates were then used to compute the number of other 

recipients in the population using the average number of other recipients per household. Finally, 

the estimate for transfers received by other recipients was computed as the product of the 

average cash or in-kind transfers received by each household and the estimated number of other 

recipients for each category of transfers (See Table5). 

  

                                       

5The exchange rate used is the average exchange rate from the Research Department of Bank 

of Uganda 
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Table 5: Grossed Up Estimates for Other Recipients of Cash and In-Kind Transfers in 
2018-Other Recipient Household Members 
  Cash transfers In-kind transfers 
Number of households with other recipients 128 44 
Number of recipients in reporting household  161 108 
Average number of recipients per household  1.3 2.4 
Estimated proportion of other recipients  18 percent 87 percent 
Average received per person in the household6 4,685,933 1,920,851 
Estimated number of other recipients  139,376 497,183 
Total transfers received by other recipients (UGX) 653,108,899,024 955,014,317,737 
Average exchange rate for 2018 3,728 3,728 
  Total transfers received by other recipients (US$) 175,199,703 256,187,329 
 

Step 6: Computing Total Transfers 

The total transfers were computed as a sum of the transfers for household head and transfers for 
other recipients. 

Table 6: Grossed Up Estimates for Total Transfers (Cash and In-Kind) in 2018 

  Cash transfers In kind transfers 
Transfers received by household head (UGX) 2,929,258,549,406 449,791,600,031 
Transfers received by other recipients (UGX) 653,108,899,024 955,014,317,737 
Total transfers received (UGX) 3,582,367,448,429 1,404,805,917,768 
Average exchange rate for 2018 3,728 3,728 

Total transfers received (US$) 960,987,843 376,846,158 
 

The total transfers from the estimates amounted to UGX 4,987,173,366,198 or US$1,337,834,001. 

                                       

6It was assumed that each recipient received on average the same amount as the household 

head. 


